


Haiti’s past and present lives in all of us. We heard your feedback that
now more than ever, as Haitian women we need to gather for Haitian Ladies
Weekend in order to restore ourselves and rejuvenate for the days ahead.

By the end of the 3-day weekend, you will be able to go forward and take action on the 
issues related to Haiti that matter the most to you.

Get ready to get:
Trained in advocacy tactics so you know how to advocate for Haiti with your local 
officials

New insight into daily life in Haiti through a private movie screening, original con-
tent from Haiti featuring voices on daily life post-earthquake and current climate of 
violence and political instability, and return of migrants

A new understanding of the history of immigration policies affecting Haiti – and the 
current climate at the border

Connected to a new community of Haitian women for you to keep engaging with 
beyond the weekend of Haitian women leading the charge

We would not be able to do this without the support of our partners in Haiti and US: 
Vivens Media Group, UPS, Fondasyon KoKAL, Partners in Health/Zanmi Lasante, AdCol-
or, Kreyol Essence @Ulta Beauty, Edward Jones, BusBoys and Poets, Caribbean Bottling 
Company, Island TV, International Office of Immigration, Chokarella, Xpression Ayiti, 
AyiboPost and OneDiaspora.

Thank you for being a part of Haitian Ladies Network, the largest platform connecting 
more than 75,000 Haitian women and girls to build community, share inspiration, and 
celebrate the shared Haitian culture and heritage that binds us.

Here’s to taking action together for many years to come.

Nadine Duplessy Kearns, A.D. Rachel Pierre, Theola DeBose, Ariel Dominique, Clara Benice, Nashley Harrigan,
Syncia Sabain, Phara Rodrigue, Thamar Harrigan (Emerita), Kysseline Jean-Mary Cherestal (Emerita),

Karen Andre (Emerita), Fendy Mesy (Emerita)
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Friday October 8, 2021
Private Screening: Freda, 2021 Cannes Film Festival Official Selection,
by Gessica Geneus

Saturday October 9, 2021
Interactive morning wellness sessions
Nzingah Oniwosan, Holistic Health Consultant

Networking Lunch 

5th Annual Haitian Ladies Symposium 
Karen Andre, Political Strategist & Organizer
Shannon LaGuerre-Maingrette, Partner, Spar & Bernstein
Guerline Jozef, Haitian Bridge Alliance
Lucia D. Pascale Solages, Nègès Mawon & Nou Pap Domi
Pasaj by  Linda I. Francois, XPression Ayiti
AyiboPost
Chokarella

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES: Thamar Harrigan, Chief of Staff and White House Liai-
son of the U.S. Trade and Development Agency,

Tout Se Pa:Traditional Dance and Sound Experience
Riva Nyri Precil, Haïtian Multi-Disciplinary Artist
Linda I. Francois, XPression Ayiti

Remarks
Elizabeth Pierre Louis, Fondasyon Konesans Ak Libète
Magalie Emile-Backer, Haiti Renewal Alliance
Régine René-Labrousse, Replenish 509

Sunday October 10, 2021
InteractiveMorning Wellness
Nadjejda Chapoteau, Community Powerhouse Consulting & Coaching 

16th Annual Haitian Ladies Brunch
Featured Speaker
Yamiche Alcindor, Moderator Washington Week & White House Correspondent

Bon Dye Bon
Stacy Barthe Grammy Nominated Singer / Songwriter

Rara Tou Limen Haitian Dance Company 
Portsha T. Jefferson, Artistic Director

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES: Stacey Samuel, Executive Producer, 
Al Jazeera Media Network, Washington, DC, USA

2021 IGNITING OUR POWER WEEKEND
Schedule and Highlights



Freda lives with her family in a poor neighborhood of Port-au-Prince.
They make ends meet thanks to their small street shop. Faced with precarious 
iving conditions and the rise of violence in Haiti, each of them wonders whether
to stay or leave. Freda wants to believe in the future of her country.

Gessica Geneus
Award-winning actress and Director (2021 Freda, 2017 Douvan Jou Ka Leve, 
and 2002 Barikad).
 
Généus Gessica  is an actress, singer and director from Haiti. She began her career when 
she was 17 years old. After the earthquake in 2010 she became actively involved in the re-
construction of her country and she started working for the United Nations. She then won 
a scholarship to study at Acting International in Paris.  She returned to Haiti and created her 
own production company, Ayizian Productions, to develop her own work.

Between 2014 and 2016 she directed Vizaj Nou, a series of short portraits of major figures 
from contemporary Haitian society. In 2017, her documentary film Douvan jou ka leve (The 
Day Will Dawn) won seven awards. It continues to be shown around the world.
Freda is her first feature film.

Freda, 2021 Cannes Film Festival
Official Selection



Karen Andre
Consumer Education and External Affairs
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB)
 
Karen Andre has dedicated her life to public service and 
advocacy.  She was recently appointed as Associate Di-
rector for Consumer Education and External Affairs at the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB).
 
Ms. Andre served in the White House as Special Assistant 
to the President for economic agency personnel after her 
historic turn as Senior Advisor for Florida & Senior Advisor 
for National Faith Outreach in the 2020 presidential 
election. 
 
She also served as a Senior Advisor to Andrew Gillum, the 
2018 Democratic nominee for governor of Florida. From 
2014 to 2017, she served as a Presidential appointee in the 
Obama administration as the White House Liaison for the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
She has worked to organize Haitian, and African diaspora 
communities nation-wide on immigration and social jus-
tice issues.  She is a sought after, political strategist, speak-
er, host, lecturer and commentator.

Lucia D. Pascale Solages
Feminist, social and political activist

NÈGÈS MAWON / NOU PAP DOMI
 

Pascale studied finance in Haiti. She also holds a 
Diploma in Gender and Development from Belgium and 
a Diploma in Human Rights Education from Canada. She 
is a feminist activist, a social and political activist.After 
years of professional work in international organizations, 

local organizations and public administration, she 
founded the feminist political organization NÈGÈS 
MAWON in 2015. She works as General Coordinator within 

the organization since 2017. 
 

Today, she continues her career and her activism within 
organizations and institutions at the national level but also 
feminist and political platforms at the international level. 
She is a former candidate for the 2015 municipal elections. 

She is the co-founder of NOU PAP DOMI, a collective of 
citizens committed to social justice, against corruption 
and impunity. She also started working in the media in 

Haiti and abroad (radios and televisions) in 2008.

SPEAKERS AND PERFORMERS



Shannon
LaGuerre-Maingrette, Esq.
Partner
Spar & Bernstein
 
Shannon LaGuerre-Maingrette is a Partner at Spar & 
Bernstein, P.C. in New York, New York. She currently spe-
cializes in asylum, withholding of removal, convention 
against torture, criminal immigration, deportation de-
fense and federal court litigation. She has an impressive 
history of winning complex legal cases at her current posi-
tion as well as her previous workplace, Florida Immigrant 
Advocacy Center (currently known as Americans for Immi-
grant Justice) in Miami, Florida. 

As an immigrant rights advocate, Shannon delved into 
the complexities of migration and worked on protecting 
human trafficking victims, as well as persons forced into 
sexual slavery. She assisted in the drafting of the bill which 
became Florida Statute 796.035; establishing the traffick-
ing of people into sexual slavery as a crime and revising 
the RICO laws to include sex trafficking. She then gained 
in-depth first hand experience in addressing the needs of 
asylum seekers by representing immigrants fleeing Haiti, 
Cuba and China in boats as they arrived on the shores of 
Miami, Florida. 

Shannon currently serves as Advisory Board Legal Con-
sultant for the Immigrant Research & Advocacy Group in 
Rockland County, New York. She is also an Adjunct Profes-
sor at City University of New York’s School of Professional 
Studies, where she has taught ILAW 603, Proceedings in 
Immigration Court: The Removal Process and Applica-
tions. She has taught numerous CLE courses including at 
the Annual American Immigration Lawyers Association 
New York Conference. She has been a featured speaker on 
a variety of immigration related topics on radio and social 
media shows. She was a Legal Consultant for NBC Univer-
sal for a show, The Village, where she provided factual and 
technical expert advice on immigration courts and immi-
gration law to the writers, directors and producers. Shan-
non received an Outstanding New Member Award from 
the Federal Bar Association’s Immigration Law Society. 

Shannon earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political 
Science from Syracuse University’s Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs. Shannon was awarded 
her Juris Doctor from Hofstra University.

SPEAKERS AND PERFORMERS



Guerline Jozef
President
Haitian Bridge Alliance 
 
Guerline M. Jozef is a woman on the move with a passion 
to serve her community. An activist, servant, mother, sis-
ter, niece and wife, Ms Jozef dedicates her life to bring 
awareness to issues that affect us all locally and globally 
such as Immigration, Socioeconomic and racial justice, 
Domestic Violence, Child Sexual abuse and other human 
right abuses.
 
Ms. Jozef is the creator of “Tales from the US-MEXICO 
borderlands and Beyond” an Immigration information 
session focusing on black Immigrants at the Borderlands 
and beyond. She is also a co-creator of “Faith in Action and 
Immigration justice movement” in Southern California, a 
4-part immigration program for both impacted commu-
nities and allies. Ms. Jozef is the Co-Founder and Execu-
tive Director of the Haitian Bridge Alliance, Inc. (HBA) also 
known as “The BRIDGE” a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
that advocates for fair and humane immigration policies 
and provide migrants and immigrants with humanitarian, 
deportation defense, legal, social services, with a particu-
lar focus on black migrants from the Caribbean and Afri-
ca, the Haitian community, women & girls, LGBTQA+ indi-
viduals, and survivors of torture and other human rights 
abuses. We work to elevate the issues that Black migrants 
are facing to build more solidarity and collective move-
ment toward policy change.
 
Ms. Jozef is also the Co-founder of Black Immigrants Bail 
Fund, a National project of the Haitian Bridge Alliance 
(HBA) and African Bureau for Immigration and Social Af-
fairs (ABISA) with support of other Black led organizations 
in response to the High bond given to Black Immigrants 
from the Caribbean and Africa. Our commitment is to 
eradicate the mass incarceration of black immigrants and 
level the playing field of equity in due process; transform-
ing one life at a time. In 2012, Ms. Jozef started FYI ( For 
Your Inspiration) Radio located in California with corre-
spondents in Africa and South Korea to give a voice to the 
voiceless coast to coast and around the world. Ms Jozef 
represented Haiti in South Korea in an effort to promote 
Haitian culture around the world.
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Linda Isabelle Francois

Linda Isabelle François is a Haitian dancer who 
made her dance debut at the age of three. For her, Dance 
is a life passion. In 1980, she began dancing with Kettly 
Durand for two years, then at Lavinia Williams school for 
three years, and later, in 1991, she integrated Artcho, and in 
1993, she started her professional career.
 
She learned from great dance professionals: Jeanguy 
Saintus, Jean René Delsoin, Gerard Florestal, Lena Blou, 
Bob Powers, and Kathryn Sullivan to name a few. She has 
worked during her many years of professional experience 
in classical dance techniques, Latin dance, jazz, traditional 
Haitian, Afro-Cuban, Afro-contemporary, modern, ethnic 
dance, improvisation, and choreographic composition.
 
She has proven herself as co-artistic director, soloist, 
choreographer, coach of Ayikodans, a teacher at Artcho 
for over twenty years, and has also participated in sever-
al commercials. Various audiences from foreign countries 
appreciated the choreographies performed by Linda: 
Europe (Paris, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Upper Normandy), 
Japan (Tokyo, Nagano, Fukuyama), USA (New York, Ohio, 
Miami, Boston, Minnesota), The Caribbean (Dominican 
Republic, Trinidad, Martinique, Guadeloupe, Guyana, Ja-
maica, Barbados), Africa (Benin).
 
Today, as CEO of XPression and co-owner of productions 
West-I Music Group, Linda works more deeply on the 
performing arts in general with other artists of great fame 
such as Yole Derose (“Haiti Coeur de Femme”), Paula C. 
Pean (Ces mots/maux du corps, Kaselezo, A la croisées des 
iles...), in 2017, she started to lay foundations for a cultural 
center project, which aims to be a space for the exchange 
of professionals from different artistic fields: dance, sing-
ing, theater, visual arts, etc.”
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Riva Nyri Precil
Haïtian Multi-Disciplinary Artist
Director of Tout Se Pa

Riva Nyri Precil is a Haïtian multi-disciplinary artist based 
in Brooklyn, New York. After receiving a degree in Music 
Therapy from Loyola University in New Orleans, Riva 
began a dynamic career that includes work as an author, 
a visual artist and jewelry maker, a musician, and a dancer. 
Her work creates connections that not only honors Haitian 
traditions, but presents them as relevant today. Her Altar 
Art and Wearable Altar projects position these customs as 
necessary practices for contemporary living.

A solo artist and a member of the band Bohio Music- she 
is widely known throughout Haïti and the diaspora for her 
unique fusion of Haïtian music with African roots, Ameri-
can R&B, Soul, and Jazz. As the director of Tout Se Pa she 
offers dance education around the world. Riva’s practice 
is about elevating and preserving Caribbean culture, pro-
moting wellness, facilitating healing, and offering ways to 
engage spirituality through her music and dance therapy.

SPEAKERS AND PERFORMERS
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Nzingah Oniwosan
Haitian-American Holistic Health Consultant
Plant-based Chef, 500hr Celebrity Yoga Teacher
Award-winning Blogger and Motivational Speaker

Nzingah is a Haitian-American holistic health 
consultant, plant-based chef, 500 hr celebrity yoga 
teacher, award-winning blogger, and motivational 
speaker who helps people as an inspirational teacher. She 
started Yes Baby I Like It Raw to teach and inspire people 
to embark on a holistic lifestyle. This project is close to her 
heart because of her own journey. Through a radical life-
style change, she was able to heal herself from the symp-
toms brought on by having a benign brain tumor, an auto-
immune disorder called scleroderma, and polycystic ovary 
syndrome. She has been featured in Essence Magazine, 
Mantra Magazine, NBC, CBS, NPR, Heart Soul Magazine, 
Veg News, Huffington Post, and Art & Culture Magazine.

Her most recent project is 365zing a wellness self-care 
app created to help black women get on track with their 
health goals so they become the best-balanced 
version of themselves

SPEAKERS AND PERFORMERS

Portsha T. Jefferson
Artistic Director 
Rara Tou Limen

Accompanied by dancers, vocalists and celebrated 
musicians, Rara Tou Limen (RTL)  brings to the stage a 
wide spectrum of diverse Haitian dance forms, from 
vibrant rituals of Vodou, the turbulent legacy of political 
struggle, to the celebratory and festive dances of Carnival. 
RTL is at the cutting edge of the evolution of Haitian dance 
and music in the Bay Area. The use of traditional rhythms, 
chants and movement integrates the grace, strength, flu-
idity and precision of Haitian folkloric dance.

Founded in 2004 by Artistic Director Portsha T. Jefferson, 
RTL has continually offered the opportunity to experi-
ence Haitian music, dance, and culture through classes, 
workshops, performances, retreats, festivals and cultural 
exchange tours in both the United States and Haiti. The 
company is committed to showcasing the best of folkloric 
dance and music, which carries in it the stories, struggles, 
and spirit of the first free Black Republic in the world. Rara 
Tou Limen continues to uplift a country whose culture has 
increasingly sustained the Bay Area’s artistic community.



Stacy Barthe
Grammy Nominated Singer / Songwriter

Stacy Barthe is a Haitian American songwriter and singer 
from Brooklyn, New York City. Barthe began her career as 
a pop and urban marketing intern for Geffen and Jive 
Records. Following her internships, she connected with 
producer Hit-Boy on Myspace and, in 2006, moved to 
Atlanta to work together. A year later, Barthe met Ethiopia 
Habtemariam, who signed the young songstress to a 
publishing deal with Universal Music Publishing Group.

Stacy Barthe is additionally a GRAMMY-nominated 
songwriter for her contributions to Katy Perry’s Teenage 
Dream, Rihanna’s Loud, Miley Cyrus’ Bangerz, Nipsey 
Hussle’s Victory Lap, and Beyoncé’s The Lion King: The Gift.

SPEAKERS AND PERFORMERS

Thamar Harrigan 
Chief of Staff and White House Liaison of the U.S. Trade 
and Development Agency

Thamar E. Harrigan is a co-founder of the Haitian Ladies 
Network. Currently, she is the Chief of Staff and White 
House Liaison of the U.S. Trade and Development Agency, 
a U.S. government agency that helps companies create 
U.S. jobs through the export of U.S. goods and services for 
priority infrastructure projects in emerging economies.
 
Prior to joining USTDA, Ms. Harrigan served as an
international trade attorney, most recently through her 
own international trade and consulting firm. During the 
Obama Administration, she was the Senior Advisor for 
Intergovernmental Relations in the office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Congressional and Intergovernmental Rela-
tions at the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and in that capacity, helped to manage implemen-
tation of HUD’s policies, programs and initiatives, while 
shaping the agency’s interactions with state, local and 
tribal governments. Previously, Ms. Harrigan worked at the 
Embassy of Haiti, where she served as Senior Advisor. 
 
Ms. Harrigan holds a Juris Doctor degree (JD) from St. 
Thomas University School of Law, and a Letters of the Law 
(LL.M) Masters degree in International Business Law from 
the National University of Singapore in a joint program 
with East China University of Political Science and Law.  
She also holds a Bachelor of Science in Public Relations 
and a Bachelor of Arts in History degrees from the Univer-
sity of Florida. Ms. Harrigan holds bar membership in the 
State of Maryland and the District of Columbia.



Nadjejda Chapoteau
Former Zumba instructor
Founder and Principal Consultant
Community Powerhouse Consulting and Coaching, LLC

Nadjejda Chapoteau is a Haitian American woman who 
is passionate about dance, nature, racial equity and social 
justice, empowering others especially women in being 
their authentic selves, and making an impact through 
being of service. She’s a yogi, former Zumba instructor, 
organizer, and wellness enthusiast. In early 2013 after over 
12 years working with her academic degrees, a Bachelors’ 
degree in International Relations and Master’s degree in 
Public Administration with a concentration in Nonprof-
it Management and Leadership. Nadjejda chose to get 
trained and be certified as a professional coach. She is the 
founder and Principal Consultant of Community Power-
house Consulting and Coaching, LLC.

Known to most as Nadjejda Chapoteau in the 
entrepreneurial sector and social media platforms; she is 
a Purpose Alignment Coach, Wellness Consultant, Author, 
and Podcaster who helps established and rising wom-
en leaders find their voice, be their authentic selves, and 
make an impact in the world through advocating for an 
Antiracist and equitable society. In addition to coaching, 
as a wellness consultant Nadjejda helps leaders, organiz-
ers, and activists gain and maintain a self-care practice 
that works for them. Being an organizer herself, she be-
lieves and knows we cannot truly do this work 
without practicing radical self-care.
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Yamiche Alcindor
Moderator Washington Week
White House Correspondent

Yamiche Alcindor is the moderator of Washington Week, 
the Peabody Award-winning weekly news analysis series 
on PBS. Alcindor also serves as White House correspon-
dent for the PBS NewsHour and a political contributor for 
NBC News and MSNBC. At Washington Week, Alcindor 
moderates the weekly roundtable discussion of journal-
ists on the program, which broadcasts live each Friday at 
8 p.m. ET on PBS stations nationwide.

Alcindor joined Washington Week in May 2021 and is the 
ninth moderator in Washington Week’s history. Alcindor 
takes the helm of the program following the three-year 
tenure of moderator and managing editor Robert Costa 
who vacated the post in January 2021, and following the 
decades-long tenure of Gwen Ifill, who moderated the 
program from 1999 until her death in 2016.

Alcindor has covered the White House for PBS NewsHour 
since 2018. She is currently covering the administration of 
President Joe Biden in doing so, also covers a range of 
issues including the impact of the coronavirus pandemic, 
police involved killings, systemic racism and immigration. 
During the 2020 presidential election season, Alcindor 
was a moderator for the sixth Democratic primary debate. 
Alcindor covered the administration of former President 
Donald Trump and the impact of his policies domestical-
ly and internationally. Prior to that, she covered the cam-
paigns of Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders for The New 
York Times.

She is the recipient of numerous awards and recognitions 
for her work, including the 2020 Aldo Beckman Award 
for Overall Excellence in White House Coverage from the 
White House Correspondents’ Association and the 2020 
Gwen Ifill Award from the International Women’s Media 
Foundation (IWMF).  She is a member of the National As-
sociation of Black Journalists (NABJ) and was named the 
organization’s 2020 Journalist of the Year.

Alcindor was born in Miami, Florida, to Haitian parents. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in English, government 
and African American studies from Georgetown Univer-
sity. In 2015, she received a master’s degree in broadcast 
news and documentary filmmaking from
New York University.
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Stacey Samuel
Executive Producer, Al Jazeera Media Network,
Washington, DC, USA
 
A reporter and producer with over 20 years of experience, 
Stacey Samuel now serves as the Executive Producer of 
Al Jazeera English’s award-winning news and current 
affairs podcast, The Take. Stacey’s focus has broadened 
over the past few years to include covering international 
news and ultimately telling news through a global lens. 
She is a journalism fellow with the East-West Center, 
whose focus is on geopolitics in Asia, and the Ger-
man-American journalism exchange program: Radio In 
the American Sector (RIAS).
 
She considers herself a third-culture kid, as the daughter 
of immigrant parents from Haiti and Trinidad.
 
Prior to her current post, she was supervising editor for 
National Public Radio (NPR), where each day her job was 
crafting the news that shaped our national discourse and 
highlighted the human condition. The stories she edited 
touched all the newsmagazine shows aired on NPR’s 
premium broadcasts that feature News, Arts & Culture 
coverage. Stacey speaks nationally to wide audiences 
about shaping and pitching stories. She sits on the board 
of the Washington Association of Black Journalists and is 
a long-time NABJ member.
 
Before radio, Ms. Samuel covered politics, national securi-
ty and the Supreme Court for CNN, where she was part of 
the team that won an Emmy for the coverage of the 2012 
U.S. presidential election. She has also been a field pro-
ducer for CBS Evening News and CBS This Morning. Her 
reporting experience includes reporting on education, 
crime and justice for an ABC affiliate in Florida.
 
Stacey’s local reporting earned her an Edward R. Murrow 
award, amongst others. Along with award-winning talent, 
she has completed two HBO documentaries on children 
focusing on music and another dissecting diversity in 
America, which won Emmy Awards and numerous other 
acknowledgments. Her many credits include stories 
she’s produced for ABC’s 20/20, CNN, Court TV, History 
Channel, Discovery Health and A&E, WNBC, Lifetime, and 
Nickelodeon. Ms. Samuel has taught journalism at the 
University of Florida’s College of Journalism and 
requently speaks about journalism to university students. 
A New York native she has a master’s degree in
journalism from Columbia University and an
undergraduate degree in French and economics from 
Wesleyan University.
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